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experiments as to the proportion of caustic soda and general solu-
bility, which I was able to do with comparative safety. There
were no children in the house. I boiled the water on a gas ring;
there was no kitchen fire, for the house was shut. up. 1 divided
this packet of arsenic into two parts, roughly; I did not weigh it.
I just divided it off with my penknife. One lot I placed on the
outside piece of paper, and the other lot remained in the inside.
Having done that, I wrapped up the lot in the inner paper and
put it into a half-sheet of blue draft paper which I had taken
from the bureau. 1 then put it back in I ho same little drawer
I had taken it from. (Shown exhibit No. f>0)—That is the blue
draft paper I referred to. I never took that packet out of the
drawer again.
[Mr. Justice Darling inquired where the bureau was, and,
on learning that it had been brought to the prom nets of the Court,
he directed that the prisoner should put the packet where he said
he left it, that the jury should afterwards examine the bureau,
and that later Mr. Matthews should put Ihe package where he said
he found it. Nobody who was a witness must be in tho room with
the bureau.
During the tea interval the bureau was brought into a room
in the courthouse, and the judge's instructions were carried out,
Armstrong leaving the Court under surveillance to place the
package in the bureau, and then returning to the witness-box,
when Mr. Matthews was called out. These proceedings were
watched by all the counsel engaged, as well as tho judge and jury.]
Examination continued—With regard to the bureau, you have
now placed the packet in the position in which it was when you
placed it there, as you tell us?—I have.
Do you happen to recollect which way up you  placed the
packet?—No, I have no recollection.     I do not remember whether
I placed it flaps up or flaps down.      I used to keep my keys in
the bureau in a small drawer to the left of the cupboard.    It was
on the top row of the drawers to the left of the cupboard and
immediately next to the cupboard.      There were also some old
luggage labels wifch my name painted on and some foreign postage
stamps.      As regards the other half of the packet of arsenic, I
made up several small packets in pieces of paper,      I cannot say
exactly how many there would be—over a score; I cannot give the
actual number.      As regards the  remainder of the second half
that had not been made into small packets, I used it up in making
tests in the nursery with the object of ascertaining if possible the
best form of solubility.     The packets I made up from the second
half were about the size of exhibit No. 32.      When making my
experiment of the remainder that was left over, I took various
portions of that and mixed it with caustic soda to see whether the
proportion of my recipe was the right amount.      The object of
making these experiments was, when I made the mixture in 1919
it was done in a petrol can, and I was unable to see whether it
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